E-rate Support for Wi-Fi' By State, 2015

The Schools and Libraries program, also known as E-rate, provides funding fo make infernet connectivity and other telecommunications services more affordable for schools and libraries.

Created as part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, E-rate provides discounts on the cost of services, with high-poverty and rural schools and libraries receiving additional funding. In

2014, the Federal Communications Commission adopted the E-rate Modernization Order as part of an effort fo update the program and expand high-speed Wi-Fi access to schools and

libraries. The information contained in the table below highlights the amount of E-rate funding disbursed to schools for Wi-Fi and is based on an analysis conducted by Funds for Learning® of
the 2015 E-rate fund disbursement data reported by the Universal Service Administrative Company.
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The Alliance for Excellent Education is a Washington, DC-based national policy, practice, and advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that all
students, particularly those traditionally underserved, graduate from high school ready for success in college, work, and citizenship. www.all4ed.org

Funds For Learning® helps individual schools and libraries navigate the E-rate funding process and advocates for policies and regulations that support
internet access for all students and library patrons. www.FundsForlLearning.com
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' For the purposes of this table, the term “Wi-Fi” describes all infrastructure and services associated with wireless intfernet and network connections. These goods and
services are classified as “category two" E-rate funds by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

2 In this table, the number of schools receiving E-rate funds is based on the applicant-reported “recipient of service" list included on Fiscal Year 2015 Form 471
applications. The number includes school sites that receive the benefit of shared network electronics that may be located at an administrative facility and includes
only those funded requests that have been utilized.

3 For the purposes of this table, the term “low-income” refers to E-rate recipients that serve a population where 50 percent or more of students qualify for the
National School Lunch Program, a common measure of poverty. These entities qualify for the highest levels of E-rate funding, which equate to af least an 80
percent discount on the cost of Wi-Fi services. The FCC determines an E-rate applicant’s discount level based on the poverty level of the population the applicant
serves and whether the applicant is in an urban or rural area. For more information on how the FCC determines E-rate discount levels, see http://usac.org/ res
documents/sl/pdf/samples/Discount-Matrix.pdf. Percentages in this table have been rounded to the nearest whole number.

4 Schools, school districts, and libraries are the primary recipients of E-rate funds; however, other related entities also may receive E-rate funds. All percentages in this
table are based on fund disbursements to all E-rate recipients. For a full list of entities eligible to apply for E-rate funding, see http://usac.org/sl/applicants/step03
discounts.aspx.
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