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South Carolina
Graduation Rates 78% 60.6% 53.8%

According to independent estimates, South Carolina ranks VW in the nation
in graduation rates.

“Dropout factories” are schools where 60% or fewer of the students progress
to twelfth grade in four years.
Number of Federally Reported  Number of Dropout

Regular High Schoadls Factorie§
South Carolina 194 96
Nation 15,409 1,642
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Nationwide | 28% | 3% | 27% | 2%
State Total | 31% | 44% | 23% | 2%
white | 19% | 6% | 33% []2%
Black | 9% | 42% [ 9% [<1%
Hispanic | 9% | 36% [ 1a% 1%
Low Income | 45% | 44% | 1% [[<1%
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49% of South Carolina eighth graders are eligible for free or reduced-price
lunch®

The average gap nationally between state- and NAEP-repeedihg
scores is 37 percentage points.

The average gap nationally between state- and NAEP-repBrizdVv K
scores is 31 percentage points.

Approximately32,100 students did not graduate from South Carolina’s high
schools in 2007; the lost lifetime earnings in South Carolina for that class of
dropouts alone are morethan ELCGOLRQ.

South Carolina would save more than P L OioheBI® care costs over
the lifetimes of each class of dropouts had they earned their diptdbmas.

If South Carolina’s high schools graduated all students ready for college,
the state would save almost P L O&yked& @ community college
remediation costs and lost earnifgs.

South Carolina’s economy would see a combination of crime-related savings
and additional revenue of about P L O €echry®ar if the male high
school graduation rate increased by just'5%.

7KH QDWLRQDO 'DWD 4XDOLW\ &DPSDLJQ UHFRPPHQGY WHQ HOHPHQWYV DV WKH
VWDUW RI D UREXVW 32 ORQJLWXGLQDO GDWD V\VWHP

South Carolina

1. The ability to track individual students over time YES
2. Student-level demographic information YES
3. The ability to track individual students’ test records

from year to year to measure academic growth YES
4. The ability to know which students have not been tested NO
5. The ability to match teachers to students

by classroom and subject YES
6. Student-level transcript information YES
7. Information on student performance on college-readiness

examinations like the SAT, ACT, and AP NO
8. Student-level graduation and dropout data YES
9. The ability to match student records between

the K-12 and higher education systems NO
10. System in place to evaluate data system quality NO

96.5% of secondary classes in high-poverty schools in South Carolina are
WDXJKW E\ D KLJKO\ TXDOLAHG WHDFKHU

99.9% of secondary classes in low-poverty schools in South Carolina are
WDXJKW E\ D KLJKO\ TXDOLAHG WHDFKHU
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