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“The best economic stimulus package is a high school diploma.”
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In the San Diego metropolitan area, an estimated 11,600 students dropped out from the Class
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of 2008 at great cost not only to themselves but also to their communities. Reducing the number

Moving even just one student from
dropout status to graduate status will
make positive contributions to a local
economy. This box offers a scaled-back
look at the figures presented to the left,

of dropouts by 50 percent for this single high school class would result in tremendous economic
benefits to the San Diego region. Below, see the likely contributions' that these 5,800 “new
graduates” would make to their regional economy:
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By the midpoint of their careers, these new graduates This additional spending and investment would likely their increased spending and
would likely purchase homes totaling a value of as be enough to support 650 new jobs and increase the investments.
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would have spent without a diploma. In addition, they the time these new graduates reach the midpoint of
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iThese figures represent estimates of gross benefits to the regional economy and are not intended to reflect the net impact of additional graduates.
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