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Distinguishing Between
Symptoms and Causes

L A High dropout rates are a symptom of larger
systemic problems

AlMany school reforms are not implemented

nderstand why and how failure
s normalizedPayne



Reducing Dropout Rates Requires a
Change in How Schools Operate

A Challenge assumptions about kids who fail
A Normalization of failure

eed for early intervention systems
ANleed to engage parents early
aNleed for partnerships between schools and CBOs

aaNleed to.personalize the learning environment
Senoois \where students are known



Why Students Dropout:

. A Source: The Silent EpidemicGates Foundation,
Education Week, Pew Center on Public Policy

A4 /% dropout because they are bored, unmotivated
and disengaged

A Poor teaching heavy reliance on lecture, drill, test prep

are dumb, no plan to connect students to more
enging academic program



Why Students Dropout:

A 43% drop out because they are behind in credits
because they have missed too many days of schoa



Why Students Dropout:

A 35%were failing classes and unprepared for high
school

\\hy:

A \Weak literacy skills

A Most high schools lack reading specialists

Lack of organization skills, time management
oW esteem due to lack of competence
aaEack of clear future goals

ARGDY0\VWere, passing and on track to graduate



Why Students Dropout:

A 32% leave school to workespecially true
for iImmigrant students

ielated tosupporting family and self



hat Can be Done to Reduce the
Dropout Rate

L A Improve teaching Move away from
excessive reliance on lecture and test prep
Interactive strategiesprojectbased learning,

Socratic seminars, experiential learning,
Ssimulations, presentations



Strategies for Reducing Dropout
Rates

=~ A Make curriculum more relevant to the lives
of students
A Career Academiesmar ket abl e ski
limit options
A'Sociocultural relevance build connections
petween what is learned and what is happening
in their lives

AShow how what is learned in school can help
nts to address real problems in their lives




trategies for Reducing Dropout
Rates

Help students to develop concrete plans for the future early
A Involve students in counseling about college early

A Engage parents in advising

Build stronger ties between adults and students

Adiilize afterschool and intensive summer school programs



Keep in Mind

Changmg school cuiturs 1s the st unportant

thing thzi can be dene 16 keeg :‘-': idents in schoo!

" Sulld comrunity

" Adopt rituals and pl'acfif‘cs ihat reinforce vaiues and
norms that promote achievesncnt

n Counter aril-ntzllectualism so that (s ““‘cool te be
meut”’
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We 2y necd 1o adopt alternaiive paithways o
diplomas for studerss who carmot i1 mte
uamllon& schico! structurss and schedul
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