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Speaker Biographies 
 

 

Nancy Farnan, PhD 

Director, School of Teacher Education, San Diego State University 

 

Nancy Farnan began her career as a middle and high school English teacher and reading 

specialist. Currently, she is a professor at the College of Education at San Diego State University 

and has been director of the School of Teacher Education since 2003. Dr. Farnan’s research 

centers on the teaching of writing and on teacher education and development. She codirected an 

award-winning credential program and for the past four years, she has participated in the 

development of an innovative, online model of student teacher supervision. Supported by a $1.5 

million grant from the James Irvine Foundation, her recent work involves overseeing 

collaboration between School of Teacher Education faculty members and secondary schools that 

are integrating rigorous academics and career technical education to prepare adolescents for the 

range of college and career options. With support from the grant, seven teacher preparation 

institutions in California are participating in a growing network of universities preparing teachers 

for Linked Learning pathway programs. 

 

In August 2009, Dr. Farnan received San Diego State University’s distinguished faculty award, 

the Monty. Each year, one faculty member from each college in the university receives this 

prestigious award. Dr. Farnan speaks regularly at state and national conferences, serves on 

several editorial review boards, and has had her work published in Reading and Writing 

Quarterly, Journal of Reading, Teacher Education Quarterly, and The New Advocate. She has 

written numerous books and book chapters, and works closely with several community and state 

agencies, including San Diego Workforce Partnership’s Youth Council, San Diego County 

Office of Education, and California Commission on Teacher Credentialing. 

 

Dr. Farnan received a BS in English education from Wright State University; an MA in reading 

from San Diego State University, an a PhD in reading/language development through a joint 

program with Claremont Graduate School and San Diego State University. 

 



 

      

Christina N. McWilson 

Appropriations Counsel, Office of U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA) 

 

Christina McWilson is appropriations counsel for U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Lee. Ms. 

McWilson joined the office of Congresswoman Lee in June 2009. In her current position, she 

works on a variety of issues, but she focuses primarily on education and labor issues as well as 

manages Congresswoman Lee’s special projects for the Congressional Black Caucus. Prior to 

working for Congresswoman Lee, Ms. McWilson worked on legislative issues as counsel for 

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and for the Library of Congress, Congressional Research 

Service.  

 

Ms. McWilson began her career working for New York City’s largest public employee union, 

DC 37 Municipal Employees Legal Services (AFSCME, AFL-CIO). She is a graduate of 

Howard University and Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. 

 

Lori Meyer 

Vice President, Collaborative Communications    

 

Lori Meyer is vice president of Collaborative Communication Group’s research and policy 

analysis efforts, with an emphasis on moving research to action in order to drive change. Ms. 

Meyer has a deep and broad network in the education community, having worked with a variety 

of associations, nonprofit organizations, advocacy groups, and government agencies. Her 

experience includes the design and development of research studies, serving as lead author and 

public panelist on policy reports, providing professional development to education stakeholders, 

and strategic advice and consulting to a variety of policymakers and organizational leaders.  

 

As part of the Collaborative team, Ms. Meyer is currently leading a study of the availability of 

work-based learning opportunities for high school students in California during out-of-school 

time, funded by the James Irvine Foundation. She has also contributed research and writing for 

the award-winning Leading Learning Communities publication and the Aspen Institute’s 

Commission on No Child Left Behind. She has worked with the National Academy Foundation 

to provide extensive research on current investments in education in New Orleans and Los 

Angeles, and is currently partnering with the Alliance for Excellent Education to better 

understand high school reform efforts in California. 

 

Erin Preston 

Digital Art Teacher, Kearny School of Digital Media and Design (San Diego) 

 

Erin Preston is a digital art teacher at the School of Digital Media and Design (DMD) at Kearny 

High Educational Complex in San Diego, California. DMD is the first certified Linked Learning 

Pathway school by ConnectEd: California Center for College and Career, which aims to connect 

academics to real-world experiences through interdisciplinary projects. Ms. Preston just finished 

her first year of project-based learning instruction with a tenth-grade teaching team, which works 

in full core-content-area interdisciplinary collaboration. Her teaching team won the “Best Rookie 

Project” at California Council on Teacher Education’s 2010 San Diego Unified School District’s 

Project-Based Learning Showcase.  



 

      

 

Before joining the DMD staff, Ms. Preston worked in both education and art as a digital video 

artist, public artist, and freelance designer. Her work has been exhibited at the Egyptian Theater 

in Hollywood, Orange County Museum of Art, and Niche LA/Lounge 441. While attending 

college, she taught art at the Community Day School (a continuation school) and at a private 

elementary school. After college, she taught in special education for two years at The Institute 

for Effective Education.  

 

Ms. Preston earned a bachelor of fine arts degree from Otis College of Art and Design, a single 

subject teaching credential in art from San Diego State University (studying in the first Multiple 

Pathways/Linked Learning cohort), and a designated subjects credential in arts media and 

entertainment. 

 

Patrick M. Shields, PhD 

Director, Center for Education Policy, SRI International   

 

Patrick Shields directs the Center for Education Policy at SRI International. Dr. Shields’ research 

focuses on effective educational policy for economically poor and ethnically diverse populations. 

For the past twelve years, he has led the research efforts for Teaching and California’s Future, a 

project that tracks the health of the teacher workforce in California.  

 

Dr. Shields currently serves as a member of the Committee of Visitors for the Center for 

Informal Learning and Schools and on the editorial board of Education Evaluation and Policy 

Analysis. Previously, Dr. Shields served on the National Academy of Sciences’ Committee on 

the Influence of Standards in Mathematics, Science, and Technology. He also served as senior 

policy advisor to the Center for Research on Educational Diversity and Excellence at the 

University of California and as a member of the NCTM Standards Impact Research Group.  

 

Dr. Shields received his PhD from Stanford University, where he has taught evaluation design.  

 

Pier Sun Ho 

Associate Director, Pathway and Curriculum Development, ConnectEd 

 

Pier Sun Ho is associate director for pathway and curriculum development at ConnectEd: The 

California Center for College and Career. Ms. Sun Ho’s specialization is around the design and 

use of integrated curriculum within Linked Learning pathway programs. Over the past three 

years with ConnectEd, she has trained hundreds of teachers on working together in 

multidisciplinary academic and career-technical teams to develop and implement integrated 

curriculum. Ms. Sun Ho has also written multiple integrated units as resources for teacher teams 

within engineering and health science pathways. 

 

Previously, she worked as an educator and educational researcher for more than a decade. Ms. 

Sun Ho taught science and mathematics in Massachusetts for six years before returning to 

graduate school at the University of Michigan. During her graduate studies, she wrote science 

curriculum, designed and delivered professional development, and conducted research in Detroit 

public schools with the National Science Foundation-funded BioKIDS project as part of a 



 

      

systemic reform initiative supporting technology rich, inquiry-oriented science instruction in 

urban school districts.  

 

Ms. Sun Ho holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

master’s degrees in educational administration and ecology and evolutionary biology, and is 

currently finishing her PhD in science education with the University of Michigan. 

 

Bob Wise 

President, Alliance for Excellent Education 

 

Bob Wise is president of the Alliance for Excellent Education and former governor of West 

Virginia. He is author of the book Raising the Grade: How High School Reform Can Save Our 

Youth and Our Nation and chair of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. 

Under Governor Wise’s leadership, the Alliance continues to build its reputation as a respected 

authority on high school policy by advocating for reform in America’s secondary education 

system and working to ensure that all students graduate from high school prepared for college, 

careers, and to be contributing members of society. 

 

Since joining the Alliance in February 2005, Governor Wise has become a sought-after speaker 

and advisor on education issues. He has advised the U.S. Department of Education, White House 

Transition Team, and frequently testifies before the U.S. Congress. As governor of West 

Virginia from 2001 to 2005, he fought for and signed legislation to fund the PROMISE 

Scholarship program and created the Governor’s Helpline for Safer Schools. During his 

administration, West Virginia saw a significant increase in the number of students completing 

high school and entering college.  

 

From 1983 to 2001, Governor Wise served in the U.S. House of Representatives representing the 

2
nd

 District of West Virginia, where he aggressively worked to preserve federal financial aid for 

students to attend college. Governor Wise holds a bachelor’s degree from Duke University and a 

juris doctor degree from Tulane University School of Law. 


