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Challenge 1: There is growing demand for an increasingly educated 

workforce…yet the U.S. Is failing to produce college graduates.  

Source: Editorial Projects in Education, Diploma Counts, 2010; National Center for Education Statistics, 

Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, 2010, analysis by the Alliance for Excellent Education
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State Budgets

State Budgets with Federal Stimulus Funds

Projected State Budgets without Federal Stimulus Funds

Source: Boyd, Donald J. What Will Happen to State Budgets When the Money Runs Out? Issue brief. The Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government, 19 

Feb. 2009. Web. 1 Oct. 2009. <http://www.rockinst.org/pdf/government_finance/2009-02-19-What_Will_Happen_to.pdf>.
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Challenge 2: Projected state budgets indicate a pending funding cliff. Cuts to 

education budgets mean educators need to do more with less.  



Challenge 2: A looming staffing crisis requires more creativity than ever before  in 

recruiting and retaining teachers. 


